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\I'IItELINE CORlI'ETITlON BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT 
ON ALL'I'EL COMRIUNICATIONS, INC. PETITION FOR DESIGNATJON AS AN 
LLIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARItIER IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

PLEADING CYCLE ESTABLISHED 

CC Docket NO. 96-45 

Release Date: June 3,2003 

C'onirncnt DaIc: I 0  days from publication in Federal Register 
Rqily Coniiiicnt Date: 17 days from publication in Federal Register 

On April 14, 2003. ALL7EL Communications, Inc. (ALLTEL), a commercial mobile 
radio sewice (CMRS) cai-rier. filed with h e  Commission a petition under section 21 4(e)(6) 
sceking de\ignalioii as an eligible ~elecominunicalions carrier (ETC) 10 I-eceive federal universal 
seir\,ice suppofi foi- service offered Ihroughout its licensed service area in the state of Alabama, 
including rural and non-rul-a1 areas. On h4ay 21, 2003, ALLTEL filed an amendment to its 
pclition with regard to its proposed service areas.' Specifically, ALLTEL contends that: ( I )  the 
Alabama I'tiblic Service CoinniissIon (Alabama Commission) has provided an affirmative 
slaicmcnt that i t  does not regulate CMRS  carrier^;^ (2) ALLTEL satisfies all the statutory and 
regulatory prci-equisjles for E'lC de~ignat ion;~  and (3) designating ALLTEL as an ETC will serve 

I 

' Sec A L L T E L  Coininui7i(.uiions. lnc. Pciiririnfor Lhig i io i ion u.s on Eligible Telecoinmunicarions Carrier in (he 
Srotr of Alubaniu, filed April 14, 2003 (ALLTEL Petilion). ALLTEL requests ETC designation througlioul its 
licensed sewice area in Alabama. See id. at I .  7, Exhibit B. See ulso Fir,s/ Amendineiil Io /he Appliculion of 
.4/./.TEL ( 'oii i , i i imi~uiio,is, Inc {Or L)e.sistiu/ion u.s un Elixihle Telecoinniunicarions Currier in /he S m e  of 
lluhimo, filed May 21, 1003 (ALLTEL Anici id inenl)  (c lar i5ing the lis1 ofwire cei i ie is for which ALLTEL seeks 
ETC desigiiation). 

,See h.ci7erall)' ALLTEL Atnendinent 

' Al.I.TEL Petition a1 2-2 

4 AI.LTEL Prlilion at I ,  2-7, 12-13. 



thc public interest.' 

Pursuant to section 54.207(c) of the Commission's rides,' ALLTEL also requests that the 
Coiiiinissioii dcsigiiate ALL'I'EL as an ETC in  service areas defined along boundaries that differ 
from incumbent rural local exchange conipany (LEC) study area boundaries.' ALLTEL requests 
ihat these service iit'eas be r c d e h e d  o n  a wire center by wire center basis such that each wire 
center is a separate servicc area.' ALLTEL intends to sei-ve each proposed wire center in its 
cntircty.' 'The senice ai'eas iequested by AlJ,TEL for ETC designation partially cover the study 
;ireas of Al,l,'TEL Alabania. Inc. (a  wireline affiliate of ALLTEL by virtue of comiiion ownership 
by ALLTEL Coi.pomtion). Butler Tclcplione Co. Inc., Castleberry Telephone Co. Inc., Frontier 
Comiiiiinications of Alabama, Frnntier Communications of The South, Graceba Total 
C(~tiimunications, GTC Inc. - AL, Gulf Telephone Co., Hayneville Telephone Co. h e . .  Millry 
'I'clcphone Company, Mon-Cre Telephone Cooperative, Pine Belt Telephone Coiiipany, Union 
Springs Telephone Co. 111c.l~ ALLTEL ii~niiitains that the proposed redefinition of service areas 
for ETC purposes is consistent with tlie factors to be considered when redefining a rural 
ic lcphone company scrvice area, as eiiutiierared by tlie Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Scrvice (I(iint Board).' The Wii.eline Competition Bureau seeks comment on the ALLTEL 
I'ctition. 

The petitioner iiitist pi-o\;ide copies of its petition to the Alabama Coinmission at  the time 
of filing with the Commission. The Coinmission will also send a copy of this Public Notice to 
thc Alabama Commission by o\;erniglit express mail to ensure that the Alabama Coinmission is 
iioiified of the noticc and comnient period. 

Pui.suant 10 sections 1.41 5 and  1.419 of the Coinmission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $ 4  1.415, 

A I . I J E L  Petition at  10-12 5 

" See 47 C.T.R. 9 54.207(c) (oiill iniiig the reqiiireiiien~s for pelitions seeking lo redefine a service area o f  a rural 
~e lephone  conipany). 

' A L L T E L  Pelition ill 8-10, l l nde r  section 214ie)(S), iii the case of an area served by a rural leleplione company, 
"cei.vice area" i i i r a i i s  such company's "sludy Jreil" iiiilcss and until t l ie Commission and the States. after t a k i n g  into 
iiccoim~ recoinmcnda~ions of a Fedcral-State Joint Board, establish a different definition of"service area" for such 
roiiipany. 47 U.S.C. 6 214(e)(5). 

. S w  A L L T L L  Amendinen1 at I. 2, Aiiteiidment I 

,Sw A L L T E L  Amendmenr at Amciidnirnt I 

R 

9 

A L L E L  Petilion a t  Exhibits D - E. 111 its aineildment. ALLTEL l i s t s  the study areas o f the  incumbent LECs Ill 

that i i  is not liccnsed io serve in i1s ctitirety. See A L L T E L  Amendment at Amendment I. 

ALLTEL I'elilion at 9-10, Tlie Join] Board has enutneraled llie following lluee factors to be considered WllCn 
reddinit ig a imral scrvice area: (I) \ h i h e r  !lie competitive carrier is engaged in "cream skinlming," (2) whether 
t l ie rural loci11 t.xcli;rnge carrier's (LEC) spvcial s ta tus  iiiider the Act will be duly recognized in the proceeding, (3) 
\~ 'hcl l i r r  a redelinilion of Ihe i r rv ice area ! v ~ t i I d  impose a n  addilional administrative burden for the LEC.  See 
F~dcru / - .S /ue  ./(iim Boui-d 011 L'ini~i~r~wl .Sci.,.~xe, CC Docket No. 96-45, Reconimetided Decision, 12 FCC Rcd 87, 
170-80, Ipxas. 172-74 (1996). 
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1.4 19, intci-csted parties niay file comments on or before 10 days h i n  publication in the Federal 
Ilcgister. and rcply commcnts on 01- before 17 days from publication in the Fcdcral Register. 
Comments may he filed using [lie Commission's Electronic Coniment Filing Systcm (ECFS) or 
h y  fil ing paper copies. See EICC/I.OII~C Filing /?/'Documen/s in Rulcmuking PI-ocerding.r, 63 Fed. 
Reg. 24 12 I ( I  998). 

C'ommcnts filed ihrougli llic ECFS can be sent as an electronic file via the Internet to 
~:Iitt~~:ii~~~;w.fcc.~ov/e-fi1e/ecfs.l1tml>. Gcncrally, only one copy of an electronic submission 
i i iust  hc filed. If niultiple docket o r  ruleinaking numbers appear i n  the caption of this proceeding, 
lio\wver. conimenters must ti.ansmit one clccti.onic copy of the comments to cach docket or 
tdemaking number referenced in  the caption. In completing the transmittal screen, coniiiieiiters 
shuuld include tlirir full name, U.S. Postal Service mailing address, and tlie applicable docket or 
rdemaking number. Parties niay iilso suhniit an electronic comment by Internet e-mail. To get 
filing iiistructioiis for c-mail comments. conimenters should send an e-mail to ecfsgfcc.gov, and 
should include tlie following u'ords i n  the body of the message, "get form <your e-mail 
;itldIess>." A s;imple form a n d  directions will be sen1 i n  rcply. 

Parlies \vho choosc 10 f i l e  b y  p q c r  must file an original and four copies of each filing. If 
iiioi'c tlian one docket or i.ulemalting number appears in the caption of this proceeding, 
commcnters must suhniit two additional copies for each additional docket or rulemaking number. 
Filings can be sen1 by hand o r  messengel- delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by first- 

class or ovei-night U.S. Poslal Scrvicc mail (although we continue to experience delays in 
rccciving U.S. Posul Service mail). The Commission's contractor, Vistronix, Inc., will receive 
h;ind-dclivered or  messcnEer-delivcred paper filings for the Commission's Secretary at 236 
ivlussachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite 110. Washington, D.C. 20002. The filing hours at this 
location are 8:OO a m .  to 7:OO pin .  All hand deliveries must be held together with rubber bands 
or fiistcners. Any envelopes m u s ~  be disposed of before cntering the building. Commercial 
owrniglit m a i l  (other than U.S.  Postal Sei-vice Express Mail and Priority Mail) must be sent to 
9300 East I-lampton Drive. Capitol I leiglits: MD 20743. U.S. Postal Service first-class mail. 
I 3 p i . c ~ ~  h4ail; and Priority Mai l  sliould bc addrcsscd to 445 12th Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20554. All filings must be addressed to tlie Commission's Secretary, Marlene H. Dortch, Office 
of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission. 

Paflies also iiiust scnd three paper copies of their filing to Slieryl Todd, 
Tt.lecomiiiunications Access Policy Division, Wircline Competition Bureau, Federal 
Comniunications Commission, 445 12th Street S. W.. Room 5-BS40, Washington, D.C. 20554. 
In addition, coininenters must send diskette copies to the Commission's copy contractor, Qualex 
Intcrna~ional, Portals 11, 445 12111 Street. S.W.. Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20054. 

Pursuant to section 1 . I  206 of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. Q 1.1206, this proceeding 
will bc conducted as a perriij[-but-disclose proceeding i n  wliich ex pavie communications are 
pemiittcd suli.ject to disclosure. 

For liirther infomation. contact Shannon Lipp, Telecommunications Access Policy 
~ h i S l O I i .  Wircline Conipetilion Rurcau at (202) 41 8-7400, 1'TY (202) 41 8-0484, 

http://ecfsgfcc.gov

